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	GROUP/NETWORK and CONTACT
	What are the networks/groups in your country/region, including your own, that are working/beginning to work on the G20 or on issues on its agenda?  Who are the individuals in these various groups or networks that are key to those processes?
	Which of the issues on the G20 agenda are also issue priorities for your group/network or priorities nationally?
	What issues in particular does you country seem to be advocating?
	What are some of the political challenges around working on the G20? e.g. no political space/conservative government; closed doors to government officials; lack of informed civil society; no interest among civil society/divided positions among civil society re G20 approach; national civil society still determining how to engage; lack of engaged parliamentarians, etc.

	JAPAN
	The recent change of government in Japan from the conservative Liberal Democratic Party, to the DPJ, a mix of social democrats and ultra right wing groups. Despite a background in civil society, the new Prime Minister is beginning to take a neoliberal approach which may affect international policies down the line. Japanese development policy is largely technocratic relative the policies of countries such as the UK, and its development budget is in decline. In some ways the new government is slightly more progressive on climate, but policies do not generally reflect a rights-based approach. 

The Japanese government is not interested in the FTT, as they already have a domestic regulatory framework in place. Japan in general has up until recently focused narrowly on discussions serving their national interest. However there have been attempts as of late to engage in more multilateral initiatives. The media context is unique, with an embedded system attaching journalists to particular ministries, which often lead to a fixation on short term issues of national interest at the UN and G8/G20 summits, instead of a desire to participate in the setting of a global agenda. 

There is currently a lack of social movement activity or radical organizing.  Trade union activity is largely conservative and limited to mobilization on issues such as employment. Mobilization and advocacy in general is a major challenge and fundraising is particularly difficult. Development NGOs are quite small and have very few paid staff on hand. GCAP Japan is led by this small group of organizations engaged in advocacy, supported by 56 other organizations. 



	Oxfam JAPAN
	Networks: Ugoku/Ugokasu (GCAP Japan)

Key individuals: Mr Masaki INABA (Africa Japan Forum / Ugoku/Ugokasu Secretariat), Tetsuji TANAKA (Alternmonde) Takumo YAMADA (Oxfam Japan)
	- Getting development on the G20 agenda, as it replaces the G8.

- Climate change, in a manner that boosts and supports the UNFCCC negotiations for a fair, ambitious and binding deal.

- Financial Transaction Tax and measures to a) regulate finance sector and b) mobilise additional money for global public goods.
	Japan does not seem to be proactively advocating anything in the G20 context. Still quite cautious against it gaining too much prominence, as it prefers the G8 framework where Japan can hope to have more influence.
	- Limited access to the process and substance before the summit, compared to the G8.

- lack of capacity on the part of the national civil society on major G20 agenda - macro economy and financial regulation

- small number of civil society organisations interested in the G20.

- Japanese development policies still determined more by domestic factors than by international factors, making it difficult to use the G20 outcomes as leverage to influence Japan's policies.

- lack of engaged politicians.

- Lack of media recognition of civil society organisations as legitimate actors, again in comparison to the G8.


	SOUTH AFRICA
	Dot Keet – Transnational Institute

Thembinkosi Dlamini – IDASA

Rajesh Latchman – GCAP South Africa
	Being a new member, some groups in South Africa are still grappling with the agenda and determining how best to engage with the G20. The assumption in South Africa is that current problems are technical and best left to experts. There is also fragmentation in South African civil society. Although South Africa survived the worst of the crisis, there is still much to do which requires continued engagement. 

The recovery is looked at as an opportunity to increase future growth. There remains a focus on maintaining flows of development finance and aid from G8 and G20 countries. In general South Africa is supportive of a framework of inclusive global economic growth. In terms of current initiatives, the Soros Fund and the Open Society Initiative for Southern Africa have held policy conferences on the topic of the global financial crisis and produced research on the crisis and its impact in Africa. 

The Institute for Security Studies South Africa has been interested in investigating global shifts in power, and whether these shifts represent a threat to future global security.  The Economic Justice Network of FOCCISA  are currently engaging around G20 issues, such as the SADC/EU economic partnership agreement, where they have been advocating for fairer free trade agreements and the restoration of regulation in the financial sector. Other issues include increasing aid to Africa from the G8, and confronting tax havens. 

There has recently been more coordination in South African civil society on G20 issues, with much of the activity operating under the GCAP banner, looking specifically at economic engagement and the G20. GCAP has had several engagements with the presidency and the treasury on the G20, in which both the South African government and civil society groups maintained that South Africa does not want to act as an imperialist in Africa and dictate macroeconomic policy to other countries on the continent.  Major work is also being carried out by groups including the Poverty and Inequality Institute, The Black Sash, The National Welfare Forum, The Public Participation in Education Network. GCAP’s key areas of work are in economic justice, the FTT, climate justice, poverty, macro-economics policy changes and decent work.  

The South African government appears to be relatively open to discussion with civil society on issues such as macroeconomic change, but the challenge for civil society engagement on the G20 is the lack of a formal, national-level coalition, although this is currently being pursued by South African civil society, uniting behind specific issues such as the FTT. A major problem appears to be articulating specific policy positions, which is something that GCAP South Africa and the various civil society networks are working on for future summits. 

In terms of the political situation, it was argued that until the last 2 or 3 years South Africa has been subject to neoliberal policies acting to reinforce the power of capital. The South African government has taken pride in the survival of their banks since the crisis. However the irony is that the South African government is not responsible for the maintenance of capital controls and banking regulation that protected the banks- these were actually the result of pressure exerted by the trade unions. Trade unions, social movements and progressive elements within the government have shifted the balance of power in South Africa to a certain extent.  The Ministry of Finance still dominates policy however, and they are still largely neoliberal in their approach. 
There are positives to South African participation in the G20. South Africa is a highly powerful economic force with a very coherent G20 position- although they welcome increased global coordination, they are actively blocking WTO activity. South Africa supports making necessary changes to the global economic architecture, and feels that the world needs to follow up on commitments made at the summits in London and Pittsburgh. There is support for fiscal stimulus, applied until full stabilization is achieved, and they warn against increased protectionism. South Africa supports the G20 declaration calling for the conclusion of the Doha round, a widening of the role of the IMF, and a robust framework for global regulation and oversight.
 

	IDASE
South Africa
	Open Society Initiative for Southern Africa, Deprose Muchena-Economic Justice Programme Manager 

Institute for Security Studies, Dr. Jakkie Cilliers- Executive Director 

Economic Justice Network of FOCCISA-Reverend Malcolm Damon, Executive Director 

Southern Africa Catholic Bishops Conference-Father Mike Deeb-Director, Justice and Peace Department 

Swaziland Economic Justice Network- Mr Dumezweni Dlamini- Director

	Global economic justice 
Response to the global financial crisis 
Tax justice 
Trade justice 
Development aid
	Africa representation at the G20 

Putting development challenges more firmly at the centre of the agenda for reshaping the global economy 

Economic recovery following the global financial crisis 

External resources for development (Aid from G8/G20) 

Establishing a framework for inclusive global growth


Developing new transformative partnerships to enhance African growth
	South Africa is a relatively new member of the G20

CSOs still grappling with the agenda and processes of the G20 and how to engage 

Generally issues of economic governance are considered technical therefore best left to experts 

There is a lack of capacity and exposure to G20 issues, advocacy and strategies on the part of African CSOs

	GCAP-South Africa
	GCAP-SA, Mr. Watson Hamunakwadi 

Studies in Poverty & Inequality Institute, Ms. Isobel Frye

The Black Sash, Ms. Jane Duncan

National Welfare Forum, Mr. Rajesh Latchman

SANGOCO, Mr Jimmy Gotyana

Public Participation in Education Network (PPEN), Ms. Heidi-Jane Esakov
	Financial Transaction Tax (FTT)

Climate Justice

Quality education for all

Poverty Eradication

Macro economic policy change

Decent work
	Poverty eradication through the Anti-poverty strategy and community works programmes,

Discreet but quite policy support for the FTT, mostly because the business lobby in SA is strong and thus the low level support for the FTT.
Climate justice is also a low priority on the government agenda in terms of external relations and international climate treaties, though there is progress nationally on greener energy dialogue is gaining pace and traction.

SA government is trying out several initiatives in the community work programme but 

with limited civil society participation to help progress. The widespread rollout of cash grants as a social security measure remains a key poverty reduction measure.
SA civil society dialogue on a major macro-economic policy change is gaining ground, though this has not permeated the policy unit of the African National Congress (ANC), the ruling party.
The SA government is woefully inadequate in addressing the question of quality education.

	The key challenge for G20 engagement for civil society in SA is the lack of national level support amongst organisations and networks to develop core principles for the changes we wish to see. There are diverse networks with equally diverse ideas about the nature and extent of engagement. GCAP-SA has had successful (if sometimes stressful) engagements with government, so space for engagement is open. It is just not been exploited fully. AU at the Table is a key support initiative and a useful way for SA to avoid any implications of imperialism amongst other African countries as it currently the only G20 member. GCAP-SA is providing support to Project Accelerate, driving the AU at the Table initiative.

	CCFD-Terre solidaire
FRANCE
	1.1. Plate Forme Paradis Fiscaux et Judiciaires, coalition of french ngos advocating and campaining against tax havens (see members here http://www.argentsale.org/les-membres.php) / Jean Merckaert

1.2. Coordination Sud (French NGO platform)   / Nathalie Dupont

1.3. CRID-Centre de Recherche et d'Information pour le Développement, coaltion of french development ngos (see the members here http://www.crid.asso.fr/spip.php?rubrique7) /  Bernard Salamand

1.4. Oxfam France / Sebastien Fourmy, Maylis Labusquière
	CCFD Advocacy priorities:
2.1. global financial regulation : outcomes/implementation of G20 policy declarations against tax havens
- automatic exchange of informations and judicial cooperation

- register of beneficial ownership


2.2. global economic regulation : Corporate Social Responsability legally biding and implementation of country by country reporting 
                                   
2.3. global food responsibility: 
- accountability mechanisms  and follow-up of the  financial targets and commitments made at the G8 l'Alquila Summit in June 2009
- regulation of world food markets and effective measures against  the price fluctuations on the international markets for agricultural products
 - implementation of the Global Partnership for Food Security and Nutrition

	Still unclear.  Nevertheless, France should take the lead to impose regulation of world food markets during the G20 agriculture in march 2011.
	4.1. Instrumentalisation. French President Sarkozy; who would play  his reelection in 2012, could appear as the "Great Regulator" and thus, downplay our positions, making them appearing less strong than they are. He could multiply announcements without follow-up and accountability mechanism. 


4.2. lack of informed/no interest among civil society inclunding ngos and other political groups make french mobilization quite weak and unprepared for the moment.


4.3. Are we targeting G20 as an institution or G20 members countries? How could we work with southern civil societies?

	Institute for Policy Studies
USA
	Jubilee USA Network – Melinda St. Louis, - melinda@jubileeusa.org

InterAction – John Ruthrauff - JRuthrauff@INTERACTION.ORG
Institute for Policy Studies – Sarah Anderson – saraha@igc.org
Oxfam – Gawain Kripke - gkripke@oxfamamerica.org

ActionAid – Neil Watkins - neil.watkins@actionaid.org

Health GAP – Matt Kavanagh - matthew@healthgap.org

	Financial reform

Financial sector taxation

Climate finance

Africa development


	Obama administration interests are hard to decipher.  Among the issues the USG has advocated through the G-20:

Bank levy (as an alternative to transactions tax)

Elimination of subsidies for fossil fuels

IMF allocation (US Treasury Secretary is a former IMF official)

They have a huge interest in getting China to change their currency policies, but have been reluctant to push hard on this in the G-20 for geopolitical reasons.  They were supporters of coordinated stimulus.
	Closed doors - US civil society groups got one meeting with the US Sherpa before the Toronto summit – 45 minutes to cover the entire agenda. 

US elected officials are not only not engaged, but many believe that if pressure for U.S. reform is coming from outside the country, it can backfire.  

No matter what Obama may commit to at the G-20, he still has a tough time getting his proposals through a deeply polarized Congress.

	SOUTH KOREA
	Hyekyung Cho – Korea Civil Society Network on Financial Reform

Yong Geon Jung – Korean Federation of Clerical and Financial Labor Unions

Anselmo Lee – Korean Human Rights Federation

Jiyoung Hong – GCAP Korea

Changgeun Lee – Korean Federation of Trade Unions

Jinho Song – YMCA Korea

Sungkyu Oh – Civil Society Organizations Network in Korea
	In Korea, the Korean Federation of Clerical and Financial Labour Unions represents the Korean civil society network on financial regulation and taxation on speculative capital, a network formed in April of this year. This is the first time NGOs have come together on these financial reform issues. It seemed the government was less interested in being a part of the G20 than it was in holding the G20 summit. The summit is the first event in series of big events in Korea, including the 2011 Forum on Aid and the 2012 forum on nuclear issues.  It was looked at as an opportunity to increase South Korea’s global image, something akin to the Olympics or the World Cup. The government of South Korea planned on characterizing it as something similar to a national festival, which essentially requires the support of all citizens, and makes advocacy difficult. 

In South Korea there is little transparency, and it is unclear what the government policy positions on the G20 are. Until recently, South Korea had no policy on the international finance agenda, but recently showed support for the bank levy, at least at the domestic level, and they oppose the FTT. The government has planned the Business Summit (“B100”) alongside the leader’s summit in November, and is pursuing the ODA development issue. The government is willing to engage GCAP organizations in Korea, but has rejected contact with other NGOs, which has served to divide civil society in South Korea.  

The government is interested in replacing the G8 with the G20, and looks at the summit, and particularly the B20, as an opportunity to promote business. Officially, development is the most important issue on the agenda, however government documents focus on economic growth, and increasing “aggregate global demand”. 

CSO engagement with the G20 is focused on spreading discontent or opposition to the neoliberal agenda, promoting initiatives such as the FTT and putting MDGs back on the agenda. The South Korean government is also attempting to advance pro-government NGOs, although Korean civil society is engaged in neutralizing these organizations. It was pointed out that it was important to overcome the divide between pro-government NGOs and other CSOs, to not alienate these groups entirely. 



	The Korea Civil Society Network on Financial Reform SOUTH KOREA

	The Korea Federation of Clerical and Financial Labor Unions
The Korea Civil Society Network on Financial Reform   
GCAP Korea partner organizations    

	Global financial markets regulation (FTTs, capital gain tax, capital controls, ban on derivatives etc)  
	Recently the Korean government has changed its stance on the issue of a bank levy in the G20-debate and is now supporting a bank levy.  
It already decided to introduce a tax on non-deposit debts including foreign borrowing by financial institution. It also announced to impose the restrictions on currency forward trading trades by foreign banks operating in the country in an attempt to protect its economy from sudden capital outflows and wild swings in the currency market. 
 
Furthermore, the Korean government pursues to include the ODA issue in the core agenda for the G20 Seoul summit. To achieve its goal, it is openly willing and eager to engage with GCAP organizations.       

	The government is willing to have a dialogue only with GCAP organizations.  
There is little political space: we have difficulties even in hiring venue for civil society events.
Lack of informed civil society, no interest in outside world and global issues among the civil society as well as politicians.


	BOND UK
	Peter Chowla, Programme Manager, The Bretton Woods Project, 2009 Put People First Coordination Team 
Glen Tarman BOND UK and Chair  - Put People First Campaign

The Bretton Woods Project do not work on G20 per se but, with Bond, convene a Financial Crisis Policy Group which informs G20 work.

	In the run up to Canada and in follow up Bond will be looking at our cooperation as UK with NGO platforms and GCAP national coalitions across G20 countries and beyond to Korea and France both in terms of organising, priority setting, collective action and public campaigning. Bond is not able to commit to work that are not preferences of their UK NGO members, partner NGO national platforms and GCAP coalitions engaging in G20 work but are open to, and wish to contribute to improved cooperation.      

Bond has focused more on domestic activity given the election and political changes here in UK and so have switched some resource away from G20 to build political support for development that will hopefully play out internationally.

	
	Put People First was a civil society alliance in 2009 when the UK held the chair of the G20. It no longer exists. 
On international development, Bond convenes and supports UK NGO activity at the national level and as convenor of GCAP UK wider civil society voice and connection on development in G8/G20. 
International development NGOs and networks are active in their own right within and outside of this convening and joint actions that flow from it.        

	INDONESIA
	In Indonesia, the G20 is not currently a target of civil society organizations. However, a number of G20 related issues are, such as climate change, trade and IFI governance.  As far as the role of Indonesia in the G20, there is very limited knowledge available about the government agenda, and thus few alternate analyses. However, there is ample opportunity for CSOs to use Indonesia’s participation in the G20 to open a new area of engagement, and opportunities for parliamentarians and other politicians to hold the government to account.



	Perkumpulan Prakarsa

INDONESIA
	In Indonesia, no one has started working with the G20.  Many groups work on globalization issues including debt campaigning and antiprivatization.  Binny Buchori of Prakarsa is initiating a working group on G20 advocacy comprised of CSPS, politicians and academics.  

	Governance reform of the IFIs

Financial issues 

	There is no information about government policies and positions whatsoever.  They are very secretive and discreet.  The President has mentioned climate change and climate financing. 

	There is a lack of an informed civil society and a lack of engaged parliamentarians.

	FOCO
Argentina
	So far in Argentina, the groups that are working on the G 20 issues are

the General Confederation of Labour (CGT) and the NGO CEPES (Center of

Political, Economic and Social Studies).

At a regional level, FOCO is part of the Global Network that is also working on the matter.
	Financial architecture reform and employment and decent work issues

FOCO is working on continental integration in terms of financial organization, investigating the contradictions between market and state, and the role of Mercosur in the context of international organizations. 
FOCO has participated in a recent seminar dealing with the latest G20 meeting and its agenda, and wrote a letter to President Kirchner of Argentina making policy recommendations, highlighting the need to include the UN in the management of the G20 and re-vindicating the G192.  The agenda from Argentina is quite critical of the hegemonic agenda of the G20.  They initially supported the stimulus policies, and wanted to discuss measures against tax havens. 
FOCO is also engaged in issues relating to credit qualifiers and the necessity to reform them, due to the conflict of interest inherent in the relationship between the agencies and actors paying to receive the ratings. 


	Financial architecture reform, decent work and global warming control


	To democratize the G 20.

To prevent it from becoming an alternative to the United Nations, as a global decision maker

To include African Union representation



	INDIA
	In India, business organizations and neoliberal think-tanks have actively addressed G20 issues, and are enthusiastic about being part of this “big league”.  Trade unions have also addressed the issue, but so far engagement with the G20 has been relatively superficial. The Indian government is working towards a strengthening or reorganizing of the Bretton Woods Institutions, and would like to change the quota system at the IMF to increase their decision making power. They would also like World Bank funds to be increased and made available for development, and would like the governance structure at the IFIs to reflect the interests of emerging economies. Like Japan, they do not support the FTT, as they already have domestic regulations in place. 

Civil society in India has two general positions – supporting the government if they take a progressive position in the G20 (which isn’t happening) and working towards a restructuring of IFI governance. India is also interested in investigating alternative global currencies such as SDRs. 


	Centre for Education and Communication INDIA
	Not many networks and groups in India are working on the G20 issues. It has not yet started attracting the imagination of our civil society. However, government think tank - National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER) had organised an international seminar on "India in the G20: Macroeconomic Policy Coordination, Regulation and Global Governance". Indian Chamber of Commerce, ASSOCHAM (The Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India) had also come up with a report on India and the G20.

In preparation to the G20 Labour Ministers' meeting in Washington in June 2010, the Indian Labour Minister had called a meeting of Central Trade Unions in India. Some of the trade unions have tried to articulate what should be India's position in G20 Pittsburgh meet.

Forum Against FTAs, a loose network, peoples' movements and civil society organisations in India has expressed its desire to critically respond to G20 concerns.

	India's shift from a leader of Non-alligned movement and other formations of the developing and least developed country into a member of the Global economic giants is a serious matter of concern for civil society organisations in India. The groups wonder whether India could champion the cause of the poor or will get capitulated to the political and economic compulsions of militarism, free trade and corporate capitalism.


	Continuing with the economic stimulus package and to to stagger stimulus exit.

Better regulation of banks through policy instruments.

To enhance its quota and voting right at the multilateral agencies (IMF, WB) to match its growing economic clout. The BRIC countries had demanded a 7 per cent shift in quota share in IMF, though the G20 had agreed on a 5 per cent shift.

Governance reforms at the multilateral agencies. 

To recapitalize the World Bank and other regional development banks

Investment in human resource development and infrastructure in developing countries

End protectionism in global trade

Energy protection - nuclear energy (Indo-Canada nuclear agreement), fossil fuels, climate change
	Parliament is not taken into confidence while Government of India evolve its international negotiating positions. Though India has a vibrant civil society, there is general indifference to India at G20 and emerging issues.



	IBASE - Brasil
	IBASE - Fernanda Lopes de Carvalho; Renata Lins; and
Fernando Cardim de Carvalho (Federal University of Rio de Janeiro and Ibase consultant)

Rede Brasil – Gabriel Strautman (Brasilia)

Rebrip – Adhemar Mineiro (Rio de Janeiro)

Latin America:
Jubileu South – Fabrina Furtado (Brazil) – Bervely Bell

FOCO – Buenos Aires/Argentina – Jorge Carpio

Cedlla – Bolivia – Javier Gomez or Gustavo Luna

Social Watch – Uruguay – Maria José / Roberto Bissio
	Ibase is still debating how to address the G20 issue. For us the more strategic issue about the financial system is its nondemocratic governance. 

Issues on the G20 agenda and that are also ours priority:

Financial reforms; reform of the international monetary system to create additional sources of international liquidity in times of crisis; reform of international financial institutions, particularly the IMF.

What is not on the agenda but is our priority: Democratic Governance and International Capital Controls.

IBASE is working with a number of organizations on G20 issues in Brazil, along with the international organization Social Watch on financial issues, inequality and the G20 agenda. Priority issues also include identifying effective strategies for engaging the G20, the democratic governance of the international economic system, financial reform, the need for sources of international liquidity and international capital controls – however with policy autonomy, especially in terms of domestic ability to pursue development policies.

	Transparency.

Creation of additional liquidity sources in times of crisis, with nimbler reactions to countries demands for liquidity on the part of entities such as the IMF, and streamlined conditionalities (so that countries could keep lower international reserves).

Changes in governance of international financial institutions, giving higher voting powers to developing economies.
	There is a lack of information and lack of capacity to deal with these issues.
As a consequence it is very difficult to mobilize social organizations and movements.

There is a lack of transparency on G20 issues in Brazil, and a lack of civil society capacity on international financial issues. There is a need to promote the G20 as a serious issue. The lack of capacity and the difficulty connecting IFI and G20 activity to the lives of everyday people, poses a problem for civil society mobilization on these issue.  Another important challenge in Brazil has been the lack of consensus on what the position of civil society should be on the G20. Many people do not see Brazil’s participation as problematic, in fact they like to see their government involved in this international forum. 



	MEXICO
	Hector de la Cueva
	Despite outward appearance, there is a serious lack of democracy in Mexico, and the last two or three years have perhaps been the worst. The neoliberal government has recently engaged in openly repressing social movements and unions, and the people’s expectations have diminished significantly. As a major US trading partner, the financial crisis greatly affected Mexico, which reacted with further liberalization. The agenda in Mexico echoes the US, and Mexican participation in the G20 does not appear to be a progressive role. On the contrary, there is a sense that Mexico needs to be cautious about the G20, and needs to discuss an alternative model. There is currently no CSO network focusing specifically on the G20, but some groups linked to the World Social Forum and Mexican civil society are watching issues related to the G20 and are closely engaged.



	MALAWI
	Kaluzi Simekinala, Coordinator of Council for NGOs in Malawi (CONGOMA)
	The Coordinator of Council for NGOs in Malawi (CONGOMA) is an organization overseeing civil society networks in Malawi, along with the Malawi Economic Justice Network. As a national coalition they are engaged in issues of maternal mortality, education, health, and agriculture. It was noted that while Malawi is a positive example of agricultural self-sufficiency, it also has one of the highest rates of maternal mortality in the world.  There is an effort to confront this by working with outside advocacy partners.

Some political challenges include ‘friendly fire’ amongst CSOs, and the fact that advocating on certain issues in Malawi may lead to government repression, creating a tendency for political appeasement in some circumstances. It was noted that colleagues have recently been arrested for criticizing the government. Some organizations have written letters to the Malawian President with issues they want discussed at the G8 and G20.
 

	North South Institute

CANADA
	We have been working since Dec 2008 on a project called Policy Responses to Unfettered Finance that has focused on the crisis, as well as G20. A no. of our workshops have been scheduled to coincide around key G20 timelines and summit meetings. We have developed an extensive network of people under the auspices of the project. See: http://www.nsi-ins.ca/english/research/progress/61.asp
	Financial regulation 

New vision for sustainable economic growth, in particular inclusive growth

Reform of the international monetary architecture –including IMF, development bank reform


	Canada is fundamentally opposed to the idea of a bank-tax; the proposed alternative is embedded contingent capital, which in fact may find more support than the former. Canada playing a key role in financial regulation at the G20, BIS-BCBS, FSB. Opposed to Volker like separation of prop-trading; vocal in debate about capital standards, especially as these relate to mortgage exposure of banks.  
	The government has quite a defined agenda and view of what it wants to achieve. Since Canada has weathered the crisis a lot better than most, it has some sway at the international level; but this also weakens impact of alternative voices within the country.

	Polaris Institute – CANADA

also

Our World is Not for Sale (OWINFS) Network - INTERNATIONAL
	In Canada, there appears to be increasing interest and concern over the G20 in networks like the Halifax Initiative [obviously], Canadian Council for International Cooperation [CCIC], and Common Frontiers. Also, groups like the National Farmers Union [the affiliate of La via Campessina] plus the Canadian Labour Congress and its affiliates, the Council of Canadians and the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. Amongst the key people involved are Fraser Reilly-King, Gauri Sreenivasan, Rick Arnold, John Dillon, Verda Cook, Andrew Jackson, Stuart Trew, John Foster, Bruce Campbell and others.
	From Polaris’ work with OWINFS, how the G20 deals with the three-fold global crisis of the economy, finance, and climate is of crucial importance. All three, of course, are on the G20 agenda coming out of Pittsburgh and will be there after Toronto, in Seoul and Paris. However, from an OWINFS perspective, our particular concerns lie in how trade regimes like the WTO will be commandeered to carry out the G20 agenda on all three fronts. So, even though the G20 has been somewhat mute on its directives to the WTO [as compared with the IMF or World Bank], we expect that this could change rather quickly once their agenda is worked out. Hence, being ready and vigilant about the G20, is imperative for OWINFS.
	Even though Canada is hosting this G20 Summit, it's difficult to find much in the way of positive leadership coming forward from this country. The Prime Minister, of course, has his own project at he G8 to promote maternal and child health. But, beyond this, the Harper government continues to harbour a reactionary position when it comes to tackling the problems posed by the neo-liberal agenda. On the financial crisis, the government seems to want to exit the stimulus package approach as soon as possible. On the financial crisis, the government has waged a vigorous campaign against a bank tax, let alone an FTT. On the climate crisis, the name of the game for the Harper government has been to limit discussion and debate, let alone decision making, on these issues in Toronto.

	All of the above are issues.  However, when it comes to political challenges, there are the following three: [1] do we as civil society orgs. and social movements view the G20 as a target for action to be [a] influenced/changed in terms of its positions or to be [b] delegitimized/discarded as an institution of global economic governance? [2] If the answer is [a], then what do we do about the fact that there are no mechanisms for civil society participation in the G20 process, except [perhaps] through the lobbying of national governments who are members of the G20? [3] If the answer is [b], then what alternative model of global economic governance would we advocate as a replacement for the G20?

	Our World is Not for Sale Network
	OWINFS is a global network, with social movements and NGOs in all continents, campaigning on issues at a global scale. In addition to the IMF and World Bank, the WTO remains an important related issue, it is important to remember that directives from the G20 influence WTO policy, there is a connection between G20 outcomes, WTO action and neoliberal trade reform. On financial services, within the GATT regime and WTO Financial Services Agreement, there exist mechanisms to liberalize financial services, which run contrary to attempts by the G20 to introduce financial regulations like bank levies, FTT, etc. On climate change, if cap and trade is introduced, the WTO will play a major role. 



	Latindadd LATIN AMERICA
	Rómulo Torres – Peru – Jubilee Peru
	LATINDADD has analyzed the crisis and its impact in Latin America, monitored the IMF, poverty, the recapitalization of the Inter-American Bank, and conducted studies on capital controls, tax havens, new debts and flexible credit lines. They are involved with the Hemispheric Social Alliance and would like to find points of common interest with other Latin American and international organizations, especially in the run-up to the summits in South Korea and France.


	Hemispheric Social Alliance - AMERICAS
	Tony Clarke – OWINFS 
Karen Lang – OWINFS
	The Hemispheric Social Alliance is exploring alternatives to global governance and the international financial architecture. Movements working with HSA in Latin America are not necessarily focused directly on the G20, but are working on broader related issues. For example, CSOs are watching the G20 closely on climate change, especially in regards to the Copenhagen Accord. Security is also a core issue at HSA, along with the influence of TNCs (ie. the B20 and the Seoul B100), and IMF reform.  

The political challenge is to build an alternative financial architecture in the region, ie. the Banco del Sur, and explore ideas such as the South American currency, a fund to stabilize reserves and an arbitration tribunal that would replace the ICSID. There is a need to control capital flows and speculation and this should be linked to a new regional financial architecture in Latin America. We should also a develop strategy to confront climate change and global warming in a different way, compatible with indigenous proposals for better living as a way to development.

The central theme in much of Latin American civil society is that the crisis has strengthened the IMF’s role. The IMF has shown it is incapable of stabilizing the economy and is biased against developing countries. There is a need to decentralize financial power. Those countries that went against the fund’s recommendations are the ones that have weathered the crisis best. We should prevent the IMF from taking the lead in any type of international financial organization, including the G20, and deepen the regional dimension at the global level. 


	AFRODAD – Africa
	Collins Magalasi – Executive Director
	AFRODAD is engaged directly with G20 issues. They are a regional organization, with partnerships in 12 countries including South Africa, in Mozambique with the Mozambique Debt Group, Senegal with the Centre for the Promotion of Economic and Social Alternatives, Zimbabwe with the Coalition on Debt and Development, Zambia, Angola, Malawi with the Malawi Economic Justice Network, Rwanda with the Rwanda Debt Group, Tanzania with the Tanzania Coalition on Debt and Development, Uganda with the Uganda Debt Network, Kenya with the Kenya Debt Network, and Nigeria with the African Network for Development. 

In general, most of these partner organizations are not specifically focused on the G20. In fact, the G20 is not a serious issue for most African partners, because many see little connection between their daily struggles and the G20. There is a need to share knowledge and skills in economic literacy to help increase understanding in Africa about G20 processes and its impact on ordinary lives. Partnerships with ActionAid International and others have been helpful in educating in the area. However, some issues are being addressed, including pushing the G8/G20 to keep their promises, especially on aid commitments and climate financing, IFI governance and the legitimacy and democracy of the G8 (an issue AFRODAD are currently working with the African Union and the African Development Bank).  

In his capacity as chair of the African Union, the Malawian President would be allowed to speak at the G20. He is expected to address the fact that the EU has permanent membership, while the African Union does not.

In general, issues being confronted include pressuring for greater representation at the G20 for Africa, a new global financial architecture, and the effective management of the global financial crisis. One of the main focuses is financing for development from G8 members. There are also partner organizations engaged in various specific issues including debt, China in Africa, capital flight, tax havens and climate change financing. 

South Africa’s membership in the G20 was looked at as a potentially powerful political opportunity. However care must be taken in engaging with the South African government. Also, South Africa is a major player in the African banking sector, so policy positions on tax havens and capital flight will looked at closely by African CSOs. There is also a global opportunity in the African Union and NEPAD’s participation in the G20 this year, especially considering the economic and social council of the AU. Africa is currently driving towards regional integration which may represent another important political opportunity. Also effective in July 2009, the UN developed a mechanism for responsible lending and borrowing, which may represent an opportunity for AFRODAD, whose Fair and Transparent Arbitration Mechanism project is being pursued with the AU. This work is related to directly to G8 and G20 issues. 


	GCAP in Africa
	Sonia Kwame – GCAP Secretariat 
	GCAP’s secretariat is working to support African national coalitions to engage their own governments and to link country level campaigns with global campaigns – ie the Africa at the Table Campaign which looks at increasing African representation in the G20. GCAP tries to identify issues of immediate concern, and to package issues simply and manageably so they are easy to pick up and connected to existing national coalitions and global coalitions.


	Arab NGO Network on Development – MIDDLE EAST
	Mazhar El-Hareke – Arab NGO Network on Development
	In Arab regions including Saudi Arabia, many see the G20 as a “luxury” subject. Many feel that basic peace and security is more important than the economic well-being of the rest of the world. Few citizens are aware of many of the issues relating to the G20, and therefore pay little attention to it. This is partly due to pro-government media. Participation in meetings like this can help members to bring information back home, to help educate and disseminate information on this topic. There is a need in the Arab world to increase national participation, especially in human rights areas. 



	Action Aid International
	ActionAid are working with member offices in G20 countries in the area of development finance, and with Brazil, China, India and South Africa as part of a new program called South Global which is engaged in building capacity and lobbying emerging economies on development issues. ActionAid’s new affiliate in France Peuples Solidaires is engaged in building capacity on G20 issues in advance of the upcoming summit. ActionAid is also focusing on innovative financing including the use of SDRs for development, climate finance as well as IFI reform, G20 governance and tax reforms. 



	Action Aid International

- AFRICA
	Soren Ambrose
	In sub-Saharan Africa (minus G20 member South Africa) there is very little awareness of or attention to the G20.  To the extent it is viewed at all, it is as an elite formation of the richer countries that will continue to exclude SSA countries. Apart from SSA and some of the INGOs, no one in Africa seems to be paying much attention, with the exception perhaps of some groups focused on specific issues (e.g. health groups, climate groups).

	We are interested in FTT, other innovative finance (including SDRs) and IFI reform.  Also in the structural issues - what is significant about the emergence of the G20, and the manifest flaws in its design (self-selected, no mandate, etc). 
	The one official response of African governments to the G20 was the creation of the so-called Committee of 10 before the London G20 summit as a response to the global financial crisis and to ensure that African voices were heard. The C10 is a committee of five central bankers and five finance ministers, and they met with Gordon Brown ahead of London.  http://allafrica.com/stories/201006021223.html

	Oxfam International
	Oxfam regularly works with G8 and G20 countries on these issues through their member offices. They identified a number of points they are following at the Toronto summit, including an emergency MDG package, following up on broken Gleneagles commitments, climate finance, climate change and global poverty, and the FTT. Oxfam will be disseminating information from the media centre and will be involved in media stunts. In terms of the next summit in Seoul, Oxfam does not have an office there, but visited earlier this year. Oxfam will provide financial support to GCAP Korea to assist their engagement. 



	ITUC International Trade Union Confederation
	The ITUC has maintained close engagement with the G20, and Trade Union leaders have met with leaders at every summit. It was noted that although ITUC and other CSOs have made significant gains on G20 issues up to now, these are in jeopardy at this recent summit. ITUC stated that there is a fundamental contradiction in the framework for ‘sustained balanced growth’ agenda and the emerging call for fiscal austerity and balanced budgets. In general we’ve yet to see any real recovery from the recession, and austerity may tip the world back into recession. The calls for fundamental change after the crisis seem to have receded, and we’ve defaulted back to business as usual. 



	Heinrich Boell Foundation
	The Heinrich Boell Foundation is the political foundation of the German Green Party, dealing with issues of ecology, social justice, gender and democracy, linking their focus issues to the financial agenda. The full scope of engagement with G20 being decided right now in Berlin. 

The Foundation will be involved in monitoring G20 processes and is especially engaged in increasing economic literacy, to link the G20 agenda to lives of citizens to widen the debate. The issue of the Financial Services Lobby and its impact on democracy and relation to other issues including the attainment of the MDGs was also raised. 



	FES – Friedrich Ebert Stiftung
	FES, allied with the German Social Democrat Party with 100 country offices focusing on national issues and issues between G20 countries and Germany. Engagement with the G20 is focused on capacity building, educating national governments to pressure finance ministries and central banks, working with trade unions and country offices especially with the new members and raising the issue- how other countries are impacted by decisions made at the G20. 



	Social Watch
	Social Watch pointed out that some member countries are more active in on G20 relevant issues than others, but all are very involved in the MDG campaign. They are engaged in maintaining the linkages between the related issues, international finance, MDGs and development. Social watch is also involved in promoting the UN as a central venue for multilateral decision making. 



	Jubilee South
	Jubilee South has focused on the role of IMF and IFIs in all of this, the crisis as common thread, government repression as a challenge domestically, how the neoliberal agenda reconstituting itself in the G20, the antidemocratic nature of the G20. Also much of the work focused on Asia and South Korea, Japan the pacific, South Africa, amongst other places
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